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The employees of the state government were granted raise in DA in
2019 in accordance with Ref (ii1). However, the Government of Kerala
was very particular to freeze the DA of College and University
teachers in the state (Ref (i11) and Ref (iv)) citing the reason that we
were drawing DA at central rates.

The central DA rate now stands hiked to 55% with effect from
01/01/2025 and a hike to 59% 1s imminent. Further, the DA of IAS
cadre officers serving in the state of Kerala, the other category of
employees who draw DA at central rates has been increased to be at
par with central rates, leaving out college and university teachers as
the only category working in the state with such huge short in the
rates of DA.

The Hon. Minister for Finance for the Government of Kerala
himself has stated in the state budget for 2025 that the financial
position of has improved. Hence, financial ecrunch cannot be stated as
reason for withholding DA and arrears of the College teachers in
Kerala.

Even more, the Honorable Supreme Court of India, in its ruling in
State of West Bengal & Ors. vs. Confederation of State Government
Employees, WB & Ors. [SLP (C) Nos. 22628-22630/2022, dated 16
May 2025], categorically held that “Paucity of funds is a ground which
stands negated... employees need not be kept waiting endlessly to
receive the money in question.” This landmark judgment confirms
that DA and its arrears are not discretionary but constitute a
statutory and enforceable component of salary.

The Honorable High Court of Kerala has directed the Government
of Kerala to discuss the demand made by the Kerala Private College
Teachers’ Association with the office bearers of the association. We
point out that this discussion called by the Additional Secretary
(Finance) as in Ref (v) 1s not in line with the direction of the
Honorable High Court of Kerala as the Government has empanelled
in this discussion parties outside of the ambit of the direction of the
court.
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