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Teachers demand exam official’s

re51gnat10n in pass mark controversy

_' neermg student passed the sub-

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@Kasaragod -

MINISTER for Higher Educa-
tion K T Jaleel’s intervention
in the reevaluation process of
a university exposed the dete-
riorating quality of higher edu-
cation in the state, said Kerala
Private College Teachers’ As-
sociation (KPCTA).

During a public grievance
hearing, the minister ordered
APJ Abdul Kalam Technologi-
cal University (KTU) to reeval-
uate the answer scripts of a stu-
dent for the second time.
KPCTA said, “The blatant push
by the minister ensured the
Kollam TKM College of Engi-

secure a BTech Honours degree
from the umver31ty”

The minister is also the ex-
officio pro-chancellor of the
university. The varsity had
reevaluated the paper once, in
which the student remained
failed. The university rejected
the college principal’s request
for a second reevaluation, but
gave in to the minister’s direc-
tion. “The Controller of Exami-
nations of the varsity should
resign in protest,” said Dr U
Abdul Kalam, state president
of KPCTA. The steering com-
mittee of KPCTA also criti-
cised the dubious involvement
of the Directorate of Collegiate
Eclucatlon in prolonging the
plementatlon of the Seventh
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race marks: Academics call MG Univirsity’s actiondisgrai

-

Cslist rules for giving grace marks; say th?se can be given only before exam results are out, andmlnlé\ter’s intervention, if it had happqned is a bi

HPOIKAYIL otesaze)

EMICS and teachers’ or-
tion have roundly criti-
he government for con-
1g adalat — a public
nce hearing platform
ecide on academic mat-
university.

sbruary, Mahatma Gan-
niversity’s adalat —
d by the vice-chancellor
sidered a petition of a
student of a self-financ-
lege in Kothamangalam
\g grace marks for the
smentary examination
sixth semester. Based on
tition, the university’s

=% 1.5 L

. f 20 o8 =

stituted by the VC — can de-
cide on giving moderation,
marks. “That too, before the,
results are declared,” he |
“Once the results are out,
only option before students
to go for re-evaluation,” he
said. A student can seek re-
evaluation twice, and if she is

the paper for the third time.
“But in this case, the syndicate
has used the powers it does not
have to give grace marks,” said
Prof Dileep Kumar.

The pass board will be con-
stituted to decide on grace

:ate — the highest deci- marks only under special cir-
1aking body — cumstances, they
ed up to five said. “If too many
marks to the questions were set
its of thebatch. from out of syllabus
'st of all, the Thereisno or there were too
constituted by ~mentionofadalat 1nany indirect ques-
wernment has Intheuniversity's  ions and students
futory Act,statutes, USC 10 5 mriass appeal
: regulations or in

le grace Marks  the examination the VC can consider
:d by the syndi- ‘manual etting up the pass
vﬂé:;&stand Aol :doard. d aai:ll Prot‘
ruf law,” angad, who was
Abdul Khader MangadfomerVCof g150 o syndicate
ad, former vice- member of ur
ellor of Kannur © University. “But all
rsity. that can happen only before
ratma Gandhi Universi- the results are out,” he said.
flouted procedures Once the pass board — with
vrong precedent, said M experts as members —

sep Kumar, former vice-
sellor of Sree Sanka-
rya University of San-
Kalady. “If the higher
tion minister or his of-

decides on the quantum of
grace marks, it will be sent to
the academlc council, which
wﬂl ratify it.

1d intervened in the mat-
was a big mistake," said
Jileep Kumar, who was a
ser of MG University's
» and syndicate.

llat is not part of the uni-
ty system, they said.
e is no mention of adalat
+ university’s Act, stat-

gcmmﬂqomaau cmoues naramm«»’lmt &adlmil's‘l na)

he said. Universities are au-
tonomous bodies, and the gov-
ernment should restrict its
roils to policy-making, they
said.

The minister, as pro-chan-
cellor, will come into picture
only if the chancellor is ab-
sent or the mvaumt.they
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